New Era at Harvard

These letters are of interest as showing how diffi-
cult it was at this time (1866) to get any phase of
the doctrine of Evolution before the public, even
through the periodicals devoted to the propagation
of liberal thought. Both Spencer and Fiske lived to
see the day when anything they might write on the
subject would be gladly welcomed by the leading
periodicals and at the highest rate of payment.

In the meantime events were taking place at
Harvard which were destined completely to change
the ideals of education and the methods of instruc-
tion throughout the university. The recent discover-
ies In the physical and chemical sciences and their
applications in the arts and the industries, the re-
sults of investigations in the physiologico-sociolog-
ical sciences and their social import, the advances
in historical, philological, and Biblical criticism
and their bearing upon men's religious beliefs and
ideas of causation, were bringing great changes
in the vocations of the people and opening new
avenues for scholarly research. They were also pre-
senting human life in its sociological aspects as
of supreme importance, as well as emphasizing, as
never before, that the outcome of University educa-
tion should bear directly upon the production of the

story. The month following these letters (July, 1866) Youmans
called upon Spencer and presented him with seven thousand dol-
lars in good securities, and a beautiful gold watch of American
manufacture, as an expression of appreciation from his American
friends. (See Spencer's AutoUogmphy, vol. n, p. 165. Fi&ke'sLife of
Edward L. Youmanst p, 215.)

319losophy and its resumption do not tell the whole
